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A well-known and dreaded death squad, the Maximiliano Hernandez Martinez Brigade, distributed
a list this week of 14 university professors and students warning them to leave the country in the
next two days. It was the first time in two years that such a list has appeared and six of the persons
named immediately refused to go. In the communique, the students and teachers were described
as extremists with links to the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). The National
University, said the communique, has recently been turned into a community of leftists, and its
leaders are no more than puppets of the FMLN. The students on the list were all members of
the General Association of Salvadoran Students (AGEUS), which has been in the forefront of a
wave of anti- government protests. Many diplomats said they believed the threat was genuine. A
US Embassy spokesman who asked not to be identified said, "Any threat of violence of this type
concerns us." Since early June human rights, labor organizations and other groups sympathetic
to FMLN objectives were targets of several unexplained attacks. The teachers and students on the
death squad's list said they would hold the military responsible for any harm that might befall
them. In a public statement, the university rector said he supported the 14 persons, and called on
the government to ensure their safety. Two weeks ago in his Sunday homily, Auxiliary Archbishop
Gregorio Rosa Chavez warned that the death squads were returning, and insisted that President
Jose Napoleon Duarte crack down on them. The brigade was one of the most feared of the death
squads which preyed on suspected leftists in the early 1980's. A statement by the military high
command strongly denounced death squad activity and said the military would investigate the case.
It also hinted the left might have issued the death squad warning as part of a scheme to discredit the
military. (Basic data from Reuters, 06/16/87)
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